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The projectstotal budget is EUR 3,8 MM
Lead partner: Municipality of Simrishamn, Sweden
ςKeepthe EstonianSea Tidy
ςWWF PolandFoundation
ςWWF Germany
ςKeepSweden Tidy
ςMaritime University of Szczecin
ςKolobrzeg FishProducersGroup
ςInstitueof Logisticsand Warehousing
ςEstonianDiversAssociation

Budget and partners
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Project aims
Overarching aim: Increase institutional capacity in the Baltic sea region 
to solve the ghost fishing problem.

3 Pillars:

ÅSearch & retrieval of lost fishing gear (DFG)

ÅReception and waste management of DFG

ÅAvoid future losses through fisheries measures

© Wolf Wichmann
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I. Search & retrieval of lost fishing gear: 
Development of a best-practice methodology
3 Methods tested in MARELITT Baltic

ÅArea search with hooks

ÅDiver search & retrieval

ÅSonar search
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I. Search & retrieval of lost fishing gear: 
Development of a best-practice methodology
3 Methods tested in MARELITT Baltic

ÅArea search with hooks
ü Efficient only in areas with high DFG density

ÅDiver search & retrieval
ü Ecologically friendly / low impact point retrieval

ü Efficient on known positions < 30m depth

ÅSonar search
ü Large-area coverage

ü Very efficient search 
technology
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I. Search & retrieval of lost fishing gear: 
Key outputs

MARELITT Baltic DFG hot spot map

ÅFishing intensity

ÅbŜǘ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ άƘƻǘ ǎǇƻǘǎέ

ÅUnderwater hooks, sediments, rocks

ÅSensitive habitats

© Andreas Struck, navama

© Gabriele Dederer
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Dragged, no netsfound
Dragged& netsretrieved
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I. Search & retrieval of lost fishing gear: 
Key outputs

Environmental Impact Assessment

ÅLeaving DFG in the marine environment 
has a larger impact in the long term than 
retrieval with light gear 

ÅGhostfishingand introduction of 
microplasticsinto the marine 
environment are the largest impacts

© Gabriele Dederer

© Wolf Wichmann © William Hemberg
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I. Search & retrieval of lost fishing gear: 
Key outputs

MARELITT Baltic Methodology report

ÅResults of retrieval actions at sea

ÅBest-practice search & retrieval for lost gear

© Gabriele Dederer

Ą Collaboration with local fishers is key 

Ą Divers know the seafloor situation
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Derelict fishing gear mapping and 
retrieval methodologies

tƛƻǘǊ tǊťŘƪƛΣ aŀǊǘŀ YŀƭƛƴƻǿǎƪŀΣ {ȅƭǿƛŀ aƛƎŘŀƱ

Warsaw, August 2019
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II. Reception & waste management of lost fishing gear: 
Key results

DFG landing at fisheries harbours

ÅMARELITT Baltic Harbourreception study             

ÅNo reception facilities for retrieved fishing gear

ÅPre-processing in the harbour is key to waste management

Press 2018
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New EU Directive on Port Reception Facilities 
requires collection points for fishing gear.
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II. Reception & waste management of lost fishing gear: 
Key results

Waste management of retrieved fishing gear

Å[ƻǎǘ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ƭƛǘǘŜǊ όŀƴŎƘƻǊǎΣ ŎŀōƭŜǎΣ ǊƻǇŜǎΣ Χύ

ÅMaterial recycling much harder than for end-of-life fishing nets

ÅLead lines are toxic hazardous waste

ÅNo waste management solution for gillnets (yet)

© Andrea Stolte
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WWF Germany continues to work with waste 
managers for solutions to remove lead & allow 
DFG to enter regular waste management.
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II. Reception & waste management of lost fishing gear: 
Requirements

1. Port reception infrastructure (PRF!):

ĄCollection & sorting points in harbours
(especially in known DFG hot spot areas)

2. Incentives for landing of lost fishing gear (PRF):

Ąάbƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦŜŜέ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǇƻǊǘ 

3. From Ocean to Landfill is no solution:

ĄWaste management systems need to be able to 
process fishing gear 
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